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impracticable, and appears now to be tacitly repealed ; for-
it is apparently an empty form .without effect.

If, therefore, the use of spirits be so destructive as is ge-
nerally allowed, it is surely necessary, that the legislature
should at last repair the defects of the former law, and the
nation should not be vitiated and ruined, without some en-
deavours for its preservation; and, in my opinion, to lay a
double duty upon these liquors, is very rational and prudent.
An increase of the price must lessen the consumption.

To what degree the consumption will be diminished by
this new duty, I am not able to focetel; but, undoubtedly,
some diminution will be produced, and the least diminu-
tion will afford us this comfort, that the evil does not in-
crease upon us, and that this law is, therefore, better than
that which we have repealed.

For this reason, my lords, I approve the present bill,
without inquiring whether it is perfect; it is sufficient for
me, in the present exigence, that the nation will gain some-
thing by the change, and the people will be drawn nearer
to sobriety, temperance, and industry.

Thus, my lords, without paying any regard to the deter-
mination of the other house, I think the bill sufficiently
defensible by reason and policy; nor can I conceal my
opinion, that those who oppose it are the real enemies of
their country.

[The question, whether the house should be now re-
sumed, was then put, and determined in the negative by
56 against 35.                                                        *

The other clauses were then read, and agreed to.

The course of their proceedings then required, that a
day should be appointed for the third reading, and lord
SANDWICH therefore rose, and spoke to the following
effect:]

My lords, as the importance of the bill now before us
justly demands the maturest consideration, it is not with-
out unusual concern, that I observe the absence of many
lords, for whose wisdom and experience I have the highest
veneration, and whom I esteem equally for their penetra-
tion and their integrity, I should hope, that all those who